
10 August 2017 Term 3,   Week 5 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

As always it has been a very busy couple of weeks in our wonderful little school. This will continue 
over the next couple of weeks. As we are all aware the Ekka starts this weekend. Our school show day 
holiday is next Wednesday, 16th August.  

SUSHI NOT SAUSAGE: 

Just a reminder that tomorrow is Sushi Friday not Sausage Sizzle. Students must have pre-ordered 
Sushi and there will be no sausage sizzle tomorrow. We are looking for a parent volunteer to collect 
and help organise the sushi tomorrow from 10AM. If you are available could you please contact the 
office ASAP.  

Family Movie Night: 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible come along to the movie night screening on the 
giant screen. This night will be a fantastic opportunity to build community and fundraise for the 
school. We will be raffling a Weber Baby Q Premium on the night along with some other prizes. Thank 
you to Mr Tim Nicholls MP for his kind donation of this prize to support our school. More information 
regarding the raffle will come home next week. 

What’s On: 

Today we had the amazing Mrs Amanda Crocetti come to take photos of our incredibly good looking 
students in our new classrooms as our contemporary learning spaces are finished. A number of local 
schools and principals have visited or are planning to visit shortly to see the wonderful teaching and 
learning that is happening in our spaces that we are very proud of.  

Over the next couple of weeks we have a number of wonderful opportunities for parents to be 
engaged in school life. The venue for all of these nights will be the library. The speakers are all 
passionate experts offering practical advice that will support your family in the development of the 
whole child.  If you have friends, family or work colleagues that you would like to be part of these 
learning opportunities I am very happy for them to attend as long as you let the office know of their 
attendance. This also helps showcase our wonderful school to a wider community.  

Some of these opportunities below are information nights that parents have requested so we ask that 
you support these initiatives. Please be involved in some or all of the following opportunities.  

Nutrition Talk: 

On Tuesday 22nd August, we are hosting a Nutrition Night ($5pp). Please contact the office to confirm 
attendance. 

Homework Club is back: 

Our first homework club is back Wednesday 23rd August. Homework Club will be supported by our 
wonderful friends from St Joseph’s, Gregory Terrace and is open to students from every year level. 
Homework Club will be held in our senior classes this term. Notes will go home today asking for 
expressions of interest. If you have any questions please contact the office.  

Zone 6 Athletics: 

On Friday 25th August a number of students across the school will be attending Zone 6 Athletics at 
Bowden Park, Geebung. The selection and permission notes will come home next week. After the 
success of our athletics carnival I know all students selected will do their best for the school.  

Book Week Day: Tuesday 29th August (more information to come) 

Parent Reading Night: Thursday 31st August (more information to come) 

Staff Announcement: 

Mrs Madonna Patmore will be taking some well-earned Long Service Leave to go on a trip of a 
lifetime over the next couple of weeks starting Monday. The high standard of teaching and learning 
will continue with Mrs Kristy Lane taking the class across this time. We also formally welcome Miss 
Veronica Treasure and Miss Emma Tickner to our school who are supporting the teaching and 
learning across the school in classrooms.  

Have a great week, 
Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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UNIFORM 
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Remember that EVERY 
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Winter Jumpers & 
Jackets available 

APRE  
Mr Dean Estreich 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

On Tuesday, 8th August we celebrated the Feast Day of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop. 
As part of our celebration of St Mary MacKillop feast day the students played some "olden 
day" games. These included bocce, bobs and sticks, egg and spoon, quoits and hopscotch. 
Mrs Hill was easily the best at egg and spoon across the afternoon and importantly all the 
students enjoyed being in our winter sun learning games that Mary would have played in 
the schools she helped set up.  

Mary MacKillop is Australia’s first and only Saint. She established the first Catholic School in 
Australia at Penola, South Australia. From this humble beginning, grew many Catholic 
Schools and Catholic Education throughout Australia. Her heart was to ensure that all 
children, including the poor and vulnerable, received an education. She was also the co-
founder of the Religious Order, The Sisters of St Joseph, affectionately known as The 
Josephites. 

With a grateful heart for Mary’s phenomenal legacy to Catholic Education, and because of 
our almost 90 years of Josephite connection to our school, we changed our school name 
from Holy Rosary to St Mary of the Cross in 2013 to honour her Saintly name. We are very 
blessed and proud that even today we have Sr Anne as our own special connection to the St 
Mary MacKillop story.  

Social Justice Night: 

Over the last couple of years we have run a social justice night with street swags, micah, 
orange sky laundry and this year Project Kindy. Donna is a wonderful lady who is doing 
amazing things and this year we will be hearing from her, watching videos, colouring 
phonics posters, and sharing a cup of soup over an hour and a half.  

It will be an inspirational and entertaining night as Donna runs school leadership courses 
and retreats for a living and was a guidance counsellor in BCE previously.  

She is also an amazing singer and will be teaching us some songs on the night.  

If you can encourage children and parents to come along or you have any questions about 
format please let me know.  $2 feeds, educates and clothes a student at her four 
kindergartens for a month. 

NAPLAN: 

The NAPLAN tests for 2017 will be sent home on Friday to Parents and Carers. When looking 
at your child’s report, it is important to remember that this type of testing does not build on 
the explicit high-quality teaching that is occurring in your child’s classroom each day.  The 
classroom teacher provides engaging, open ended problem-solving opportunities for your 
child.  NAPLAN is a standardised test that by its very nature is unable to allow for this type 
of creative thinking and investigation.  

The school will undertake a full analysis of the 2017 Year 3 and 5 results, together with 
other school derived data, to make necessary adjustments to our curriculum to meet the 
needs of our learners. Staff will be actively engaged in this analysis to better inform their 
planning throughout the remainder of this year and throughout 2018. We believe that the 
best indicator of student achievement is our own school assessment program, designed to 
assess the students’ ability in relation to the curriculum taught in other schools. Your child’s 
end of year report card will have a more up to date analysis of your child’s learning journey 
throughout the year.  

If you have any questions, please speak with your classroom teacher, or feel free to access 
the NAPLAN website which does have information for parents.  http://www.nap.edu.au/
naplan/parent-carer-support/parent-carer-support.html  

Have a peaceful week, 
Dean Estreich 
APRE 

http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/parent-carer-support.html
http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support/parent-carer-support.html
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AUGUST 

17th Zac 

19th Koormurri 

21st Saesha 

22nd Willow 

Dear Parents, 

We all struggle at times.  Joan Chittister offers the following:  “When we find ourselves immersed in 
struggle, we find ourselves trafficking in more than the superficial, more than the mundane. That’s 
why maturity has very little to do with age. That’s why wisdom has more to do with experience that it 
does with education. We begin to feel in ways we could never feel before the struggle began. Before a 
death of someone I myself have loved, someone else’s grief is a simple formality. We don’t know what 
to say and we don’t know why we’re saying it because we never needed to have someone say it to us. 
Before feeling humiliated ourselves we can never know how painful the daily paper can be to those 
who find themselves in it with no way to defend themselves to the great faceless and anonymous 
population out there that is using it to judge them. Silently, harshly, even gleefully, perhaps. Until my 
own reputation is at stake, I can look at another person’s shame and never have the grace to turn 
away.    
After we ourselves know struggle, we begin to weigh one value against another, to choose between 
them and the future, rather than simply the present, as our measure. Some things, often quite 
common things, we come to realize—peace, security, love—are infinitely better than the great things 
—the money, the position, the fame—that we once wanted for ourselves. Then we begin to make 
different kinds of decisions.  
We begin to see beyond the present moment to the whole scheme of things, to the very edges of the 
soul, to the core of what is desirable as well as what is doable. The bright young man who had worked 
the pit in the futures market, planned a big international career in trading, and worked hard to start 
his own business, changed jobs after the collapse of the World Trade Centre. He stood in shock a 
thousand miles away as television cameras watched the building go down with dozens of his friends in 
it. All of them young, like he was.  All of them bright, like he was. All of them on their way up, like he 
was. But to where? He had lost too many of his hard-driving young friends, he said later, to ignore the 
meaning of life any longer. He quit his job in the centre of Bigtime. He went back to Smalltown, to 
hunt with his dogs and fish the streams and buy the average family home in a small cul-de-sac in a 
local suburb.  
No one comes out of struggle, out of suffering, the same kind of person they were when they went in. 
It’s possible, of course, to come out worse than we were when we went into the throes of pain. 
Struggle can turn to sour in us, of course. But it is equally possible, if we choose to reflect on it, to 
come out stronger and wiser than we were when it began. What is not possible, however, is to stay 
the same.   Scarred by Struggle, Transformed by Hope by Joan Chittister “ 

As we each deal with our own struggles, let us remember that we are not alone. You are part of Holy 
Cross community, if no other.  There is always someone here to lend an ear and/or a helping hand.  
Just ask. 

Mary MacKillop would say:  “With God’s help we shall get on and gain fresh strength and energy for 
life.” 

Have a good week, recognising your struggles and the rays of sunshine within. 

God bless,  
Sr Anne - School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES 
While the Ekka is a time to indulge, it also means a time to be more healthy in what we eat outside 
the Show!  This is an interesting snack which can be stored in an airtight container.  Start with half the 
mixture if you think they won’t be popular! 
HONEY SPICED ROASTED CHICKPEAS 
Ingredients 

 2 x 440g can chickpeas, drained and rinsed 

 2 tablespoons honey 

 1 teaspoon cinnamon 

 ¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg 

 olive or canola oil spray 
Method 
1. Preheat oven to 200°C (180°C fan forced). 
2. Place well drained chickpeas between sheets of paper towel and pat gently to absorb water 

taking care not to rub off skins. 
3. Transfer to a large tray lined with baking paper; spread chickpeas evenly in a single layer. 

Bake for 35-40 minutes until chickpeas are lightly browned and crunchy in the centre. 
4. Combine remaining ingredients into a large heatproof bowl. 
5. Add warm cooked chickpeas. 
6. For a caramelised flavour, return to the oven and bake for 10 minutes. 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

SCHOOL AWARDS (wk4) 

Principal  

Prep  

Yr 1  

Yr 2  

Yr 3/4  

Yr 5/6  

Sr Anne  

WOOLWORTHS EARN AND LEARN 
Remember to collect your stickers 
from family and friends.  We have 
four completed sheets so far.  You 
can send in a full sheet or just your 
stickers.  If you need more sheets 
there are plenty in the folder 
under the collection box in the 
office. 
 
MILLION STARS PROJECT 
Year 3-4 with Mrs Morgante had 
fun making stars while they 
thought about how they could 
reduce violence in their lives.  
Then we delivered them ready to 
be part of the big project for the 
Commonwealth Games.  St Mary 
of the Cross MacKillop and our 
school will be part of the Games! 

http://joanchittister.us6.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0bcd62516ffe48a23a1231c56&id=bb13a8f0cb&e=6d6d635a85


PH:  07 3857 4803 
Fax:  07 3857 5039 
Email: pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 

22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030  
PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

Find us and like our Facebook page: 
St Mary of the Cross School Windsor www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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Term 3 Newsletters & Assembly 

Please note we will be going to fortnightly newsletters and assemblies 
beginning of Term 3. The first newsletter will be issued Thursday 13th July, 

with the first assembly taking place in the Library from 2.30pm on 
Wednesday 19th July, all welcome. 

Remember to start 
collecting stickers. 

Sticker sheets will go 
home Friday. Or pick a 
sheet up at your local 

Woolworths.   

$10 spent = 1 Sticker  
& every sticker counts! 

Social Justice Night  

1st September 2017 
Donna Power is a Brisbane mum who decided to make a difference. She set up 
“Project Kindy” in September 2011 to help 40 children at 1 kindergarten and 
were officially registered in 2016 as an Australian Charity because they now raise 
funds for 9 kindergartens with nearly 900 children, with a tenth kindergarten 
starting September 2017.  

With our help, we can enable them to expand and reach out to even more 
children in remote and neglected areas. 

Pope Francis said “contributions are great, but charity needs personal touch.” 

We are blest to have an opportunity to give our personal touch to this wonderful 
Charity. We look forward to seeing you on 1st September ’17. Don’t forget to 
bring a non-perishable food item that will be donated to St. Vincent De Paul and 
your nominal entry fee of $5. 

If you would like to donate more, please do not hesitate to contact any member 

of the PPC. Come let’s make a difference. www.projectkindy.com 


